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No definite radiographic 
sacroiliitis as defined 
by the mNY criteria 

(Grade 0)3

Definite radiographic 
sacroiliitis as defined 
by the mNY criteria 

(Grade 3 bilaterally)4

Initial presentation of axSpA is 
heterogeneous and may not be visible 

by radiograph5 

MRI may be required when X-ray findings 
are not clear
• STIR: inflammatory changes (osteitis 

or bone marrow edema)1,2

• T1: structural changes (i.e. subchondral 
fat and erosions)1,6

Imaging Findings in a Female Patient 
With nr-axSpA5 

Pelvis radiograph MRI of the SIJ 

Imaging lacks enough sensitivity and specificity to be the sole basis for diagnosis, but it can play an important diagnostic role1,2

Radiographs of Sacroiliac Joint

X-ray is the main method used to confirm the presence of sacroiliitis

r-axSpAnr-axSpA

Modality8-10 Structural/Chronic Changes8-10 Inflammatory/Acute Changes8-10 Usage Considerations8-10

Conventional Radiography Some diagnostic value Not used for assessment

CT (low dose) Valuable for diagnosis Not used for assessment

MRIa

T1

STIR/T2-FS

Limited diagnostic value

Valuable for diagnosis

Valuable for diagnosis

Some diagnostic value

3D acquisition 
or 3D UTE

Valuable for diagnosis Not used for assessment

• Usually appropriate modality for 
initial imaging

• Valuable for monitoring
Consider if radiographs are negative 
or for sensitive evaluation of structural 
changesb

• May be appropriate for initial 
imagingb

• Recommended if radiographs are 
negative

• Valuable for monitoring

The Role of Imaging in axSpA Diagnosis
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